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Recycling on rise thanks to more convenient processing at Avon plant
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Recycling operations at the Waste Management plant in Avon. Recyclables after being compressed into blocks.
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AVON —
All around the South Shore, people are recycling — albeit to widely different degrees and in very different ways.
The two main methods of recycling here are single-stream and “pay-as-you-throw.”

The former aims to maximize recycling by making it easier. People can put all their recyclables in one place — sorting is
not required.



The latter speaks to people’s wallets: Getting rid of recyclables is free, but the bags for disposal of trash must be
purchased.

Braintree, Quincy and Weymouth have seen their recycling tonnage jump 12 percent (from July 2008 to July 2009) and
their trash volume drop 8 percent since they merged their trash programs. The cost savings in Quincy alone was $310,425.

“Just by making it easier for people to recycle, the trash tonnage decreases and the recycling tonnage increases,” said John
Sullivan, who oversees the recycling program for Quincy’s public works department.

The South Shore’s single-stream recycling movement began in January 2008 when Waste Management switched its Avon
plant away from dual-stream recycling, in which people separate recyclables at the curbside.

While single-stream plants are about 75 percent more expensive to build than dual-stream plants, there are long-term
savings thanks to greater plant capacity and a less labor-intensive operation, said Robert Comi, New England recycling
operations director for Waste Management.

The Avon plant is the only single-stream recycling facility in New England. Recyclables totaling about 10,000 tons are
sorted and cleaned there each month.

Waste Management is trying to increase its Avon production by signing up more communities for single-stream recycling.
But towns such as Milton, Scituate and Hingham prefer the pay-as-you-throw approach. They figure the cost of trash bags
will induce people to recycle.

Marshfield saw a 37 percent reduction in trash and a 42 percent increase in recycling after it converted to pay-as-you-
throw in 2007.

“That was when recycling really jumped off for Marshfield,” said David Carriere, the town’s public works superintendent.
Convenience and efficiency are keys to the success of single-stream recycling, said Rosemary Nolan, who helped
establish the Braintree-Quincy-Weymouth trash/recycling alliance. Haulers can use compactor trucks instead of trucks

with separate compartments for various types of recyclables.

Because the capacity of compactor trucks is 30 percent greater, the haulers make fewer trips to dump their loads, and the
towns save money thanks to the efficiency, Nolan said.

“The residents have had so many compliments about single-stream,” she said. “The convenience of it, people have really
embraced it.”

Advocates say recycling — whatever methods are used — is vital to the future of the area, and of the Earth itself.

“It is part of the whole mix of reducing greenhouse-gas emissions and improving energy efficiency,” said Ben Cowie-
Haskell, president of Sustainable Marshfield. “It improves quality of life and reduces our impact on the environment.”

Brad Kane may be reached at bkane @ledger.com.







